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Early History of the Christian Church. By Monsignor Louis Du- 
chesne, Membre de l'Academie Franchise. Volume I., From 
its Foundation to the End of the Third Century. Volume II., 
From its Foundation to the End of the Fifth Century. (New 
York: Longmans, Green, and Company. 1909, 1912. Pp. xx, 
428; xix, 544.) 

In spite of its remarkable title-page, the second of these volumes 
begins where the first leaves off and covers no more than the fourth 
century. The author is not responsible for the designation. The un- 
named translator has been very successful in producing an English ver- 
sion which affords the same pleasure as the French original. There is 
no apparent reason for some bold simplifications in the rendering, which 
do no injury, however, to the idea, but we can only applaud many slight 
and adroit intensifications of phrase (I. 355, " The good folk of La- 
odicea ", les gens, etc.; II. 11, "clearly faked", prctendu evidemment; 
III. 305, "even to the last stiver", jusqu'a la demiere obole). This is 
the way to avoid the lagging effect which a translation often has and 
this is the way to convey the impression of Mgr. Duchesne's vivacity. 

With so good a translation there need be little hesitation in com- 
mending Duchesne's work as superior to all other accounts of the early 
Church for those who wish a readable book and not a painful manual. 
Professional students would in any case weigh it carefully as expressing 
the judgment of an accomplished investigator of scientific spirit, but 
they will also have the pleasure which the general reader demands. 

The second volume, which deals with the fourth century, is specially 
admirable. To grasp the confused and wearisome controversies of that 
age a student is often glad to be able simply to chart the general move- 
ment with whatever loss of the concrete conditions and personal char- 
acteristics of the actors. This brilliant exposition not only makes the 
development of things intelligible but refreshes the starved imagination 
and kindles interest by pictures of definite neighborhoods and of the 
actual people who lived in them and conditioned one another's action. 
We may not be satisfied until the tale of these human actions and pas- 
sions and faiths gratifies the reflective needs of sociological or doctrinal 
inquiry, but the first thing is to know the story which excites these argu- 
mentative interests and it is the story that Duchesne offers us. His 
constructive effort is that of the painstaking historian who has also the 
eye of an artist and plastic skill in conveying what he has learned to see. 
Who will forget why Gregory of Nazianz had a horror of Sasima ? " It 
was a desolate place, only a few houses round a posting station. There 
was no water, no vegetation : nothing but dust, and the never-ceasing 
noise of passing carts. As to inhabitants, there were only vagabonds, 
strangers, or executioners with their victims who could be heard groan- 
ing and clanking their chains" (II. 314). What reader can fail to feel 
the emotions of the hesitating throng that saw Theodosius restore 
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orthodoxy in St. Sophia ? " The weather was grey ; autumn clouds 
veiled the morning sky. Was the rain going to fall upon the Council of 
Nicaea? Arians and Catholics looked up to the heavens with very 
different desires. Gregory entered the darkened basilica, and while the 
imperial procession took its place in the tribunes, he sat down in the apse 
beside the episcopal throne. Just at that moment, the sun, bursting 
through the clouds, shed its rays through all the windows ; it saluted the 
victory. Shouts rang out : ' Gregory, Bishop !' But Gregory, bewildered 
and speechless, proved unequal to the greatness of the occasion. In his 
stead, another bishop called upon all those present to recall their thoughts 
for the celebration of the sacred mysteries" (II. 341). The vivid little 
vignette of Arius (II. 99) is another illustration of this graphic power, 
and the piquant humor with which Duchesne narrates such matters as 
the career of Jerome or the " ascetic indiscretions " of the early monks 
is a delightful and effective substitute for comment. 

In accordance with this habit of seeing things concretely we have a 
valuable geographical treatment of the subject. In the first volume, 
very naturally, the reader finds himself viewing the development in 
Rome as the central point and when he is led to other scenes in Africa 
or the East descriptive touches and historical remark make them scenes 
and not mere names of localities. 

There can be no question of the scientific candor with which this 
account is written. The discussion of the origins of the episcopate 
(I. 66 ff.) has been read by some as betraying deference to ecclesiastical 
constraint but the only apparent constraint lies in the facts which are to 
be explained. Frankness and absence of bias appear in the clear, decisive 
way in which the Roman see is shown to have had no central authority 
in the fourth century : " the Papacy, such as the West knew it later on, 
was still to be born ". The primacy of the Roman Church in the first 
two centuries is justly expressed. The treatment of the obscure and 
difficult case of Pope Marcellinus (II. 72) is evidence enough of scien- 
tific conscience and frankness. 

If we look for limitations, we may venture to think that Mgr. 
Duchesne is not the man to write a history of doctrine. The doubt 
occurs when we find that he derives Gnosticism from the Jewish Philo, 
or when he accepts Photius's misrepresentation of the Alexandrian Cle- 
ment, or when he deems Origen's system " scarcely recognizable as 
Christianity ". For the Alexandrian school he has no sympathy, and he 
fails to measure justly its importance in the development of theology. 
With theologians and their schools, indeed, Mgr. Duchesne deals a little 
superciliously, regarding their work as an effort to compromise religion 
and philosophy. Religion here is the tradition of the Church — not a 
tradition of blind feeling but a tradition of faiths requiring intellectual 
statement. Mgr. Duchesne is able to state the faith of present-day 
Christians and to identify it with that of the generality of Christians in 
the Apostolic age (I. 32), but at this point, it may be feared, the caution 
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of the critical historian has been somewhat relaxed. There are many 
indications that under the control of his conception of the tradition he 
overstrains many an early utterance. It would not be difficult to dispute, 
for example, his understanding of II Clement I. 1, and in that connec- 
tion to challenge his whole view. It is more profitable, however, to 
emphasize the positive merits of this important work, and the gratifying 
fact is that a master in historical study presents his results with such 
lucidity and charm. Francis A. Christie. 
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Quellenkunde der Deutschen Geschichte. (Dahlmann-Waitz.) 
Herausgegeben von Paul Herre. Achte Auflage. (Leipzig: K. 
F. Koehler. 1912. Pp. xx, 1290.) 

The slender guide to books on German history which Dahlmann pub- 
lished for his students in 1830, and which was given by Waitz in 1869 
a new and improved arrangement, has, after more than fourscore years, 
reached proportions of which its original author never dreamed. In 
its new eighth edition, this " handbook " of 1290 pages, solidly bound, 
classifies over 32,000 separate works (as nearly as one can judge by 
several calculations), grouped under 13,380 numbers. It has been pre- 
pared under the experienced editorship of Paul Herre, assisted by forty- 
two co-workers, most of whom are already men of note. Such sub- 
division of labor has made possible intensive expert work in each field. 
A full table of contents shows the subjects for which each contributor is 
responsible, and at the same time makes clear the general plan according 
to which the books are classified. It contains nearly 10,000 more items 
than the seventeenth edition, published only six years ago. The general 
plan of the book remains the same, but there are a few modifications of a 
minor character : improvements have been made in the marginal catch- 
words and the page-headings so that the user finds his place more easily; 
space is saved by using a much smaller type for less important works; 
new sections on Methodologie by Bernheim, on Landeskunde und Topo- 
graphie by Kotzschke, and on Bibliothekskunde by Brandi have been 
introduced ; and the space devoted to works dealing with the history of 
Germany and Austria in the nineteenth century has been considerably 
increased. As the editor succeeded in getting the last page through the 
press before the first pages were eight months old, he has been able, so 
he says, to include practically all important books which appeared before 
the spring of the present year. 

One regrets the absence of the asterisks which, in some of the earlier 
editions, and in such bibliographies as those of Gross and Monod, give 
the beginner a clue to the works which are most important ; this innocent, 
helpful device, which takes practically no space, has been eschewed by 
the editors with the same scientific severity as in the seventh edition, 



